Occurrence of left-sided heart valve involvement before right-sided heart valve involvement in carcinoid heart disease.
Carcinoids are rare neuroendocrine tumours that occur primarily in the gastrointestinal tract. Carcinoid heart disease is characterized by fibrous plaque deposition on the endocardial surface of the cardiac valves and chambers. It affects the right heart valves in 85% of cases and the left heart valves in 15%. We present an unusual case of a patient with metastatic carcinoid heart disease in whom typical carcinoid aortic and mitral valve lesions developed 2 years prior to the development of severe right-sided carcinoid valvular heart disease.